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DESCRISBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fzrlev's duellinz house is a prodigious frame structure, 96 feet in length and 46
ieet deep. The general impression conveyed by the building is one of formality,
aven pretensien, but in spite of its general Palladian outline, the house is not
devoid of certain provincialisms. Although it has not been occupied for some twenty
yzars and now has a dilapidated appearance, the hcuse preserves nearly all of its
original fabric. It also seems to be lacking any serious structural deficiencies.
Yo modernizations have taken place; there is no plumbing or electricirty,

north or main front is the most architecturally elaborate. Nime bays across,

25 rwoe-hay projecting pavilions at either end and a single-bay pavilion in the
center, giving the house an E-shaped plan, albeit the pav1110ns are very shallow

{1k fost .. All three pavilicns. are pedimented, On the first floor of the ceanter
pav1110n is a shallow recessed porch, the back wall of which is pierced by a central
door with lunette and flanking narrow windows forming a Palladian motif. An 1805
Mutual Assurapnce Society policy shows that a slightly projecting omne-story porch
supported on four posts sheltered the recess at that time. Above the porch is a
single wide window topped by a less wide lunette. A round window is in the tympanum
0i rhe pediment. Modillion cornices surround the entire house as well as the
pediment. Projecting from the roof are two square chimney stacks which are rebulldings
ct the ecarliler, mace rectangular ones.

o
The
=4
Lo

The scuth front of the house is a continvous unbroken facade topped by a hipped roof.

:’elte ring the center threz bays is a crude Italianate porch supported on ¥Your cross-
shaped posis. The porch appears to be a mid-niuvetcenth-century addition; brady photo-
syaphe taken during the Civil War show that it eriginaslly had a bracketed cornice,

rlat voof, and lattice railing. The present gable roof was added later in the century

covering the door that led onto the porch roof. A porch of roughly the same dimensions

=g thiy porch is shown on the 1805 Mutual Assurance Felicy; it may be that some of

the framing members of this earlier porch survive in the existing structure,

-

The house is sheathed in beaded weatherboarding most of which appears to be original.
The principal first-floor windows throughout have nine-over-nine sash and tue second-
Tinor windows Lave six-over-six sash. The sashes and much of their glass aresoriginal.
All the windows were hung with louvred blinds; some in poor condition are still in
rlace cn the gouth front.

Farley's first-floor plan consists of a central ball with four principal rooms along
the north side. These rooms are entered from the soath through narrow lateral pas-
sages extwending across the south front of the house, At each end of the passages are
srly identical dog-leg stairs. The second-floor plan is similar except that the

space above the first-floor central hall is closed off and used as a storage room.
The basemeut is excavated vnder the end rooms but not in the center. The foundations

arve stone,
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“he woodwork throughout the house is simple but dignified and follows basically
Ceorgian patterns. 'The trim in most of the roous includes a simple basehoard, pedestai-
type chair rail, raised six-panel deors and a Federal-style wooden mantel. All the
wantels are similar in character but none is exactly like another. The two staixs
are similar but the scrolled brackets of each vary slightly. Both stairs have turned

column-type balusters, molded handrails, and column-type newels. The most formal room
(sec Continuation Sheet #2)
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in the house is in the northeast corner of the first floor. It has crossetted architraves
on the windows, The windows in the center hall and lateral first-floor passages are
treated similarly. The principal architectural adornment of the hall consists of two
sonewhat curlous fluted pilasters supporting sections of full entablature in a manner
reminiscent of illustratiors for orders in early architectural pattern books. The west
lateral passage can be closed off from the hall by a set of double doors with a transom
above.

The house is set in unusually scenic rolling farmlands with the Blue Ridge Mountains
forming a backdrop. The immediate acreage around the house, however, is untended and
has grown up in a thick tangle of woods., Ruins of numerous outbuildings including a
barn, slave guarter, and smokehouse are scattered about the property, but only one out-
building, a schoolhouse, located directly to the east of the main house stands intact.
This frame structure is quite formal, having a pedimented facade with an elaborate
entrance, The entrance features a lunette with intersecting tracery and intricate
Adamzsque detailing. The building is in poor structural condition.

Plans are being formulated to have the property sold to individuals willing to restore
it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .
The latge frame house on the Culpeper County estate Farley is one of the least known yet
most imposing of Virginia's important group of Federal mansions in the Piedmont section.
During the post~Revolutionary period many members of Virginia's landed families left their
Tidewater plantations and established new seats in the fertile rolling countryside of
Piedmont and Northern Virginia. There they erected a series of handsome plantation dwell-
ings, Belmont, Oatlands, Carter Hall, and Annefield among them. In 1801 William Champe
CarLLr of the Albemarle County branch of the Carter family acquired a tract of some 3,000
acres namad Sans Souci in Culpeper County from Robert Beverley of Blandfield, Essex
County. He renamed the property Farley in honor of his wife, Maria Byrd Farley Carter,
and almost immediately commenced construction of his impressive residence. Claims have
been made that the house was erected by Robert Beverley some years earlier but no evi-
dence has come to light to indicate that such a structure stood on the property prior
to Carter's ownership.

The Carters lived well at Farley, perhaps beyond their means; several suits were filed
against Carter's estate Tollowing his dszath in 1834, An inventory made in 1837 as the
result of these suits indicated that the house was richly furnished. Among the items
listed were some fifty-seven chairs, ten beds, a piano, and a thousand books. Also listed
were twenty slaves. The suits resulted in the property having to be sold in 1843 by
Carter's widow and daughter; the purchaser was William N, Wellford,

Little is known about Wellford other than the fact that he sold Farley in 1863 to Franmklin
P. Stearns. Stearns was a self-made businessman born in Bemnington, Vermont. He moved

to Virginia in 1837 where he worked as a quarryman in connection with the construction of
the James River and Kanawha Canal, Iuring the subsequent twenty-five years he gained such
posts as a director of several railroad companies, the canal company, and several Richmond
banks, He also held seats on the Richmond City Council and in the Virginia General As-
sembly, For a while he was the largest land proprieter in the state; his holdings in-
cluded two properties currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places: the
Stearns Block in Richmond and Tree Hill Plantation in Benrica County.

The same year that Stearns bought Farley, the house was used as headquarters for Union
General John Sedgewick at the time of the Battle of Brandy Station. A ford across the
Hazel River on the Farley property was used as a crossing for Union horsemen in what was
the largest cavalry battle ever fought in the Western Hemisphere, Photographs oi the
house taken by Matthew Brady during this period show Union officers posing on the south
porch and tents on the lawn. It is said that the house also served as a field hospital
for both Union and Confederate wounded.

Farley has remained in the ownership of the Stearns family to the present day. Franklin
Stearns, Jr. received the property as a gift from his father in 1871l. The last person to
live in the house was Miss Emily P. Stearns, a doughter of Franklim Stearns, Jr. Farley

has stood unoccupied since the late 1$50's. CCL & MTP
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VERBAL BEOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The acreage comprising the property of Farley is contained within the area beginning at

a point located at the northwest corner of the intercection of Route 679 and secondary
road (1.4 miles northeast of intersection of Routes 679 and 663); thence extending 2600
northeast along the west side of Route 679; thence extending 800' westward, curving along
tree lime; thence extending due west to the east side of secondary road; thence extending
400" south along said road; thence extending 2200' southeastward along scuthern tributary
of Ruffans Run; thence éxtending southwestward to secondary road; thence following said

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
road southeastward to point of origin.
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